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Myrtle McLaughlin: Proud foster parent to 300 dolls SR Pinte by Sutyan Tissher
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Bezanson

man lost
In river

A Bezanson man, Gerald Lynn Mc-
laughlin, 23, was drowned in the u
River Sunday afternoon when the
in which he was riding was swaMmpet
and overturned,

RCMF reported that the mishap oc-
curred when the which was carry-
ing Mr, McLaughlin and two companions,
Dwight and Mervin Ford, also of
Bezanson, ran out of gas and began to
drift down stream,

It _hit an ice-bridge of log, stalling
the for a short period of time
during which the men tried to refuel the
gas motor, The current of the risin
river was rough, tipping the
slightly and filling it with some water,
Suddenly it overturned,

Mr. McLaughlin and Dwight Ford
were thrown into the river while Mervin
Ford landed on the ice bridge,

As the current swept Mr, McLaughlin
:rray, Mr. Ford tried to swim after

m,
Mr. Ford swam through to the shore-
line where he was joined by his com-
panion,

The search for the body continued
during the weekend as riverboats motored
the waters, and men walked the shore,
Dragging the river was impossible,
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No sign yet
of man’s body

The weekend broughtno suc-
cess in finding the body of
Gerald Lynn McLaughlin, 23-
year-old son of Mr, and Mrs,
Earl McLaughlin of Bezanson
who drowned May 18, when
the boat in which he was rid-
ing overturned in the Wapiti
River, six miles south of

~ Grande Prairie,

RCMP said today that the
search continued during the
last two days, with extraforce
since the river level had
dropped some, Four to five
men each rode five river-
boats, while they travelled a
distance of about 45 miles to the
Smoky River highway bridge,
Members of the Bezanson dis-
trict also volunteered to assist
the search,

The Daily Herald-Tribune
Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada ® Mon, May 27, 1968Page 9



https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-daily-herald-tribune/27120/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-daily-herald-tribune/27120/

